Andover Town Council Item

To receive and approve a recommendation from the No.
Community and Events Working Group to add tree lights to 29
the Christmas Lights provision

Produced for: Full Council \ By: Deputy Town Clerk \ Date of Report: 13 May 2024

Background:

In the Full Council meeting in January 2024, Full Council approved appointing Blanchere to
continue supplying the Christmas Lights Provision after viewing three anonymous quotes. Full
Council also approved the full Christmas Lights extension proposal (C 195/01/24).

In the Full Council meeting in February 2024, Full Council approved the motif design for the
Christmas Light provision 2024-2028. (C 220/02/24) Council instructed Officers to carry out the
work required to make this happen.

Information:

The Community and Events Working Group has asked that Full Council consider putting
Christmas Lights in the tree outside the Chantry Centre.

There is currently no electrical supply to the tree therefore solar and battery powered lights have
been researched.

Solar lights were considered inadvisable given the amount of daylight at the time of year they
were to be used. Therefore, battery lights were investigated further.
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Costs:

40 metres of battery powered lights will provide 400 white LED
lights.

Cost: £131.96

Battery box cost: £11.97

The battery box is powered by 3 x D batteries and each set will allow for the following times:

1. On-5teady (1 week)

2 On-Twinkle (2 weeks)

2 Timer-5teady |4 weeks)
& Timer-Twinkle (8 weeks)

The Christmas Lights are due to be on for 6 weeks, therefore, if the lights are set on twinkle timer
the batteries will not need to be replaced.

If the lights are set on permanently on twinkle the batteries would need to be changed a
minimum of 3 times at a cost of: £17.99

Total cost (not including installation) = £161.92 (inc batteries)

Note:

The lights can be added to in lengths of 10 metres and the power supply can be changed to a
mains supply if a mains supply can be added to the bottom of the tree during the development

of the Chantry Centre.

The lights could be left up once installed and the battery pack removed. This can then be
reattached the following year and therefore no additional installation costs will be incurred.

If successful, other trees around the Town Centre, without direct power, could be considered.

Planning at Test Valley Borough Council have been approached regarding potential
planning permission.

Considerations:

To approve the purchase and installation of lights for the tree outside the Chantry Centre.
To approve the purchase of the battery supply and batteries.

To approve leaving the lights in the tree and just removing the battery supply annually if
planning is approved to do so.

To instruct Officers to implement Full Council decision.
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