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Executive summary

In February 2024, Andover Town Council consulted with all residents on a proposal to
seek government funding to purchase land at Picket Piece for community use and
benefit.

The land at Picket Piece, part of the Locksbridge Park development, was initially
reserved for a junior sports pitch, but this was not delivered. Andover Town Council’s
consultation sought ideas from residents on how the land could be used for community
use and benefit if successfully purchased, and set out the background to government
funding available from the Community Ownership Fund to fund the purchase at no cost
to the taxpayer.

Of those who responded to the consultation, responses were overwhelmingly — up to
98% - in support of Andover Town Council’s proposal to seek government funding to buy
the land and use it for the benefit of the community as a green space. Respondents
recognised the benefits that access to good quality green spaces provide to both
humans and nature including exercise, increased social interaction and relaxation,
social and community cohesion and reducing loneliness in older people. One
respondent simply commented that ‘green spaces are good physical and mental health,
ideally everyone should have one in walking distance’.

Another respondent commented that a ‘green space where children and adults can
enjoy nature and outdoors would be hugely beneficial’ and another recognised that the
land would be a great community asset.

Andover Town Council is reassured that the responses are positive and we welcome the
helpful suggestions from those who responded to the consultation. We would like to
thank those who took the time to complete the survey.

Andover Town Council will use the consultation results when considering our application
for government funding.

Introduction

This document is Andover Town Council’s post-consultation report for the Picket Piece
land purchase survey.

It covers:

e the background to the report

e a summary of the responses to the report

e a detailed response to the specific questions raised in the survey

e the next steps following this consultation.
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Further copies of this report, the survey paper and alternative formats can be obtained
by contacting the Town Clerk at townclerk@andovertc.co.uk or at

Andover Town Council
Office 107

IncuHive

Chantry House

36 Chantry Street
Andover

SP10 1LS

If you have any complaints or comments about the consultation process you should
contact the Town Clerk, contact details as above.

Background

The purpose of the consultation was to seek views on applying for government funding
to buy and develop some land at Picket Piece for community use and benefit. Andover
Town Council published the survey on 1 February 2024 and it ran for 6 weeks to 14
March 2024. We invited comments from all Andover Town residents, taxpayers and
businesses who had an interest in or views on potential use of land at Picket Piece.

Andover Town Council published the survey on the council’'s website and widely on
social media. We also held two open sessions for residents to visit to discuss the
proposal in greater detail, one in the Town Centre on 1 February 2024 and another in
Picket Piece Village Hall on 12 February 2024.

Summary of responses

Andover Town Council received a total of 334 responses from individuals, 328 via the
online survey and 6 by paper submission. No responses were received from named
organisations or businesses.

Picket Piece sits in the Downlands ward of Andover Town Council and it is not surprising
that around a third of responses (35%) were from Downlands residents. Of the total
number of responses overall, 84% came from residents in the SP11 postcode area.

Some responses (42%) were received from residents who do not know which ward they
live in. Andover Town Council is concerned at this and going forward, will consider how
best to address this lack of knowledge.

Responses were also received from other wards as shown in Table 1 below.


mailto:townclerk@andovertc.co.uk
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Table 1 — which ward do you live in?

[ ] Harroway 10 140
® Romans 4 120
® Downlands 117 100
® Winton 5 80
® StMarys 28 60
® Milway 11 0
® | live in Andover, but | don’'t know the ward 138 2
®  |live outside of Andover 19 - — l [ .

Andover Town Council would like to thank all those residents who took the time to
respond to this consultation.

Responses to specific questions

To what extent do you agree that Andover Town Council should seek
government funding to buy the land.

A majority of 96% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that Andover Town Council
should seek government funding to buy the land. Respondents supported Andover
Town Council’s initiative to seek government funding to maintain the original intention of
the land, that is, as a green space, rather than for more housing. Two respondents
recognised that the land purchase would be an asset to Andover.

A minority of 2% disagreed or strongly disagreed that Andover Town Council should
seek government funding to buy the land. The remaining 2% neither agreed nor
disagreed. Of these, respondents considered the land purchase proposal was not
necessary for Andover Town Council.

To what extent do you agree that we should develop the land, if
successfully purchased as a green space or community use and
benefit?

98% of residents agreed of or strongly agreed that the land should be used as a green
space for community use and benefit. The majority of respondents quoted positive
community benefits from more safe and accessible green space in Andover, which
would help encourage healthy lifestyles, community exercise, improved mental health
and wellbeing. Furthermore, respondents highlighted that a green space, however
used, would help to build a sustainable community in the newly developed area of
Picket Piece.
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The remaining 2% of respondents either disagreed, strongly disagreed or neither
agreed nor disagreed that the land should be a green space. One respondent could see
no positive community benefit from the proposal.

If the land were developed as a green space for community use
benefit, which groups of residents should we focus on?

As set out in Table 2 below, a majority of 72% of respondents would want Andover Town
Council to focus on all groups of residents should the land be developed as a green
space for community use and benefit. Of respondents who did not select ‘all of the
above’, most (52%) responded that families should be the focus. Notably, no
respondents wanted the Council to focus on ‘babies and toddlers’.

Respondents also commented that there are not enough facilities for teenagers and
youth groups in Andover. Going forward, the Andover Town Council will consider this
feedback as part of its Youth Engagement Group work.

Table 2 - which groups of residents should we focus on?

250

@ Babies and toddlers 0
. Primary school age 12 200
. Secondary school age 15

150
. Young adults 11

@ ramilies 49 100
. Older people 8
50
@ Al of the above 239 .
0 e B = —

To what extent do you consider maintaining the land as an open,
green space.

96% of residents agreed or strongly agreed that the land should be used a green, open
space. Respondents commented that more green spaces are needed in Andover
generally, and Picket Piece in particular when compared to other housing
developments. Respondents supported the proposal, citing that it demonstrates clear
recreational benefits for the whole community, environment and wildlife.

A minority of 4% disagreed, strongly disagreed or neither agreed nor disagreed that the
land should be maintained as an open green space.

Andover Town Council would consider installing some recreational
facilities if the land is purchased and developed for community use
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and benefit. Examples are set out below, please indicate your top

three preferences.

A wide range of suggested facilities received support from residents - see Table 3
below. Of those who submitted a response to the survey, benches (58%) were the only
type of facility to receive majority support. A running track (47%) and outdoor exercise

equipment (40%) were also popular.
The least popular option was a beacon (2%).

Table 3 — options for recreational facilities.

0000 00O

Outdoor exercise equipment

133

Walking/running/daily mile track/hard surface for pushchairs or mobility scooters -
1.6 m wide

158

Benches

195

Gardens suitable for the condition of the site

M

Beacon

Weather Shelter

25

Skate park / BMX

26

A mixture of the above

104
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Andover Town Council would consider including some chargeable
space at the land for refreshments facilities for community benefit
and also to offset costs. To what extent do you agree that refreshment
facilities should be included if the land were purchased?

There was a mixed response to this question as set out in the graph below. Just over
half, 54%, of residents agreed or strongly agreed that refreshments facilities should be
included if the land were purchased. A minority of 19% disagreed or strongly disagreed

and the remaining 27% neither agreed or disagreed.

Some respondents welcomed the proposal of having somewhere quiet to meet and
enjoy refreshments, whereas others were concerned that refreshment facilities would

encourage antisocial behaviour and litter which would be costly to clean.

Subject to appropriate licenses being granted, what refreshments

would you consider appropriate for the area?

Of the types of facilities included in the survey, ‘tea, coffee and soft drinks’ and ‘ice
cream’ received majority support, with food options such as ‘burgers and pizza’
receiving net disagreement — see Table 4 below. Around 12 respondents raised
concerns about litter, cleaning and anti-social behaviour arising from some facilities.
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Table 4 — types of refreshments.

MW Strongly agree M Agree M Neither agree nor disagree M Disagree M Strongly disagree

Tea, Coffee, Soft drinks _II-

Ice cream _II-

Burgars, chips etc -..-
H Bl

100% 0% 100%

Do you have any other comments about the Picket Piece land
purchase?

Respondents also gave suggestions for alternative facilities such as more play
equipment for young children; a graffiti wall for older children; astroturf; a splash pad;
more tennis courts; hardstanding for bikes, mobility scooters, wheelchair and buggies;
and a public toilet.

Respondents also gave examples of alternative uses for the land, including a dedicated
spot for Andover Men’s Shed; a community garden; youth club; and a pond and wildlife
area with more trees. A small number (5) of respondents suggested that Andover Town
Council could use the land for more allotments.

Conclusion

Andover Town Council is reassured that the majority of residents who responded to the
consultation support the proposal.

Next steps

Andover Town Council will use the results from the consultation when considering our
application for government funding.
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