Andover Town Council Item No.

To consider nominating assets to add to a Community Right to Bid register.
To nominate a Councillor lead for this task.
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What is the Community Right to Bid

The Community Right to Bid allows communities to nominate local assets for protection and potential purchase,
giving them a chance to buy important community resources when they come up for sale.
Overview of the Community Right to Bid

The Community Right to Bid is part of the Localism Act 2011 in England, designed to empower local communities to
protect and acquire assets that are important to their social well-being. This right enables communities and parish
councils to nominate buildings or land for listing as Assets of Community Value (ACVs). An asset can be listed if its
primary use has recently furthered the community's social interests and is likely to do so in the future.

Key Features

1. Nomination Process: Local community groups can nominate assets to their local authority for listing. This
can include pubs, shops, community centres, and other significant local buildings.

2. Moratorium Period: When a listed asset is put up for sale, a moratorium period of up to six months is
triggered. This gives community groups time to raise funds and prepare a bid to purchase the asset on the
open market.

3. Eligibility: The right applies to various community organizations, including parish councils and
neighbourhood forums. The nominated assets can be owned by anyone, including private individuals and
local authorities.

4. Community Engagement: The process encourages community involvement and ensures that local voices
are heard in decisions regarding important community resources.

Implications for Communities

The Community Right to Bid aims to prevent the loss of vital community assets and promote local engagement in
managing and maintaining these resources. It provides a structured way for communities to take control of their
local environment and ensure that important facilities remain available for public use.

Conclusion

The Community Right to Bid is a significant tool for local communities in England, allowing them to safeguard and
potentially acquire assets that contribute to their social fabric. By understanding and utilising this right, communities
can play a proactive role in shaping their local environment and preserving essential services and facilities for future
generations, which becomes even more important when considering Devolution and Local Government Reform.

Relevance to Business Plan:
From the Business Plan approved at Full Council C408/03/25.

1. Help make Andover a welcoming, safe, and well cared for town
2. Engage with key stakeholders in the Andover community to provide targeted support for residents, taxpayers and
businesses

Financial impact.

There is no budget line for the Community Right to Bid, however, there should be minimal costs involved. Possible
costs include, but are not limited to, land registry information purchase.

Considerations:
To consider nominating assets to add to a Community Right to Bid register.
To nominate a Councillor lead for this task.
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