Andover Town Council Item
To review and approve the addition of the listed buildings to the the No.
Community Right to Bid scheme
TS i To instruct the Working Group to commence the work to add them.
To: Community & Events From: Town Clerk and CRTB WG Date of Report: 12 September 2025
Committee
Background

Community Right to Bid is a provision under the Localism Act 2011 that gives communities the opportunity to
protect buildings or land that are of value to them. It allows town and parish councils, community groups, and other
eligible bodies to nominate assets to be listed by the local authority as Assets of Community Value.

If a listed asset is put up for sale, the community is given a six-month window to prepare a bid to purchase it before
it can be sold on the open market. This does not guarantee the community will be able to buy the asset, but it
provides time to mobilise resources and make an offer.

The scheme is designed to help communities safeguard important local facilities such as pubs, shops, libraries, and
community centres.

Background:

The CRTB Working Group has actively explored the use of the Community Right to Bid as part of its broader strategy
to enhance community engagement and local empowerment. This aligns with its Business Plan, which includes
objectives to make Andover a welcoming, safe, and well-cared-for town.

In recent committee discussions, particularly within the Community & Events (C&E) Committee, the Working Group
has considered nominating key local assets for inclusion on the Community Right to Bid register. The aim is to
safeguard facilities that contribute to the town's social well-being and ensure they remain accessible to residents.

Suggestions to add to the Community Right to Bid:

Andover College Knights Enham School The Guildhall

Andover Golf Club London Road Sports Ground The Lights

Andover Leisure Centre Longmeadow Community Centre The Magistrates Court

Andover War Memorial Hospital Norman Gate School The Phoenix Centre

Anton Lakes P20 Football Pitches The Rendezvous

Balksbury School Phoenix Park Vigo Primary School

Burghclere Down Community Centre Picket Piece Village Hall and Social Club Vigo Recreation Ground

Chantry Centre Picket Twenty Community Centre WaI.VT/(.)rth Road Recreational
Facilities

Charlton Lakes Picket Twenty Recreation Ground

East Anton Community Centre Pilgrims Cross School

East Anton Playing Fields Portway Infants School

Endeavour Kirk Portway Junior School

Football pitches at Locksbridge Park, Picket Roman Way Primary School
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Piece

Harmony Woods, Jubilee Woods and )
Rooksbury Mill

Andover Woods

Harroway Community School Rosewood Gardens
Icknield School Saxon Fields

King Arthurs Way Community Hall St Ann’s Community Centre
King George Recreation Ground The Angel Inn

The Globe

Financial Implications

There are no financial implications.

Legal implications

Community Right to Bid is a provision under the Localism Act 2011.

Risk Implications:

There is no risk to the Council in submitting an application to have these buildings listed under the Community Right
to Bid scheme. The process is straightforward, non-binding, and does not commit the Council to any financial or
legal obligations. It simply ensures that, should the asset be put up for sale, the community is given the opportunity
to express interest and potentially make a bid.

However, there is a risk to the residents of Andover if these buildings are not added to the register. Without this
protection, important community assets could be sold or repurposed without any opportunity for local input or
intervention. This could result in the loss of facilities that contribute significantly to the town’s social, cultural, or
recreational life.

By applying, the Council demonstrates its commitment to safeguarding Andover’'s community infrastructure and
empowering residents to have a say in the future of their town.

Recommendations

e Toreview and approve the addition of the listed buildings to the Community Right to Bid scheme
e Toinstruct the Working Group to commence the work to add them.
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