Andover Town Council Item

Approves the creation of a Working Group to investigate further.. No.

To: Community & Events From: Cllr Graham Walters and Town Clerk. | Date of Report: 12 September 2025
Committee

Purpose of the Report

To seek approval from the Committee to explore the installation of a designated graffiti wall at Vigo Recreation
Park, similar to the successful example in Swanage - New art on the Swanage graffiti wall 2018.

Background:

Graffiti walls are designated public spaces where street art is legally permitted. The Swanage graffiti wall has
become a popular and positive outlet for creative expression, reducing illegal graffiti and engaging young people
constructively.

Vigo Recreation Park is a well-used community space and has been identified as a suitable location due to its
visibility, accessibility, and existing youth engagement

Project Overview
e Location: A section of wall or purpose-built structure within Vigo Recreation Park.
e Design: To be developed in consultation with local artists and youth groups.
e Materials: Weatherproof panels or treated concrete, with anti-graffiti coating for maintenance.
e Management: Rules of use to be displayed; periodic repainting to refresh the space.

Risks and Mitigation
Risk: Vandalism or offensive content
Mitigation: Clear rules, regular monitoring, and repainting.

Risk: Community opposition
Mitigation: Early and inclusive consultation

Risk: Ongoing maintenance costs
Mitigation: Low-cost materials and volunteer involvement

Risk: Misuse outside designated area
Mitigation: Education and enforcement in partnership with TVBC

Legal and Policy Considerations
e Ensure compliance with local planning and public space regulations.
e Liaise with Test Valley Borough Council regarding land use permissions.
e Public liability and insurance to be reviewed

Legislation (Power to do)
Local Government Act 1972 s.144

Conclusion

A graffiti wall at Vigo Recreation Park offers a creative, low-cost way to engage young people, reduce illegal graffiti,
and enhance the park’s cultural value. With proper planning and community involvement, it can become a positive
and sustainable feature of the town.

Advice to Committee
e Financial: Low-cost initiative, but initial and ongoing costs must be scoped against the Council's precept.
o Staffing: Requires staff or volunteer support for setup and monitoring; consider forming a Working Group.
¢ Risk: A formal risk register and insurance review are recommended.
e Timeframe: A Working Group should report back within 6-8 weeks to inform budget planning.
e Strategic Fit: Aligns with youth engagement and community enrichment goals from the Business Plan.
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https://www.virtual-swanage.co.uk/gallery/1867/swanage-graffiti-wall

Recommendations
That the Committee:
e Approves the creation of a Working Group to investigate further.

C&E Committee meeting date: 8 October 2025

Page 2 of 2




