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Background:

During the previous Full Council meeting held on 10 December 2025, Officers were delegated to contact
Hampshire Highways in connection with Councillor Reynolds’ Andover Road Scheme report, regarding a
proposed speed limit reduction on Walworth Road from 40mph to 30mph.

Consideration:
The following response was received on 28 January 2026:

From: Traffic Management Team <traffic. nanagement@hants.gov.uk>
Sent: 28 January 2026 09:03
Subject: 9016199 Walworth Road Andover

Dear Micha,
Thank you for your enquiry to reduce the speed limit on Walworth Road Andover.

The County Council has adopted a policy on the reducing speed limits. In general, these are only considered to
address issues of excessive traffic speed with a related road casualty history.

In terms of setting speed limits, we comply with Department for Transport criteria, which emphasises the
existing mean speeds and safety history. The guidance also encourages that speed limits should be self-
explaining and self-compliant, and it is therefore important that we set speed limits to reflect the road layout
and conditions.

A range of factors are considered including road character and function, density and level of fronting
development, accident history and road safety issues, current traffic speeds, the frequency of junctions and
private entrances, and amenities that attract motorised and non-motorised road users. To be effective speed
limits are reliant on drivers reacting to a range of those factors, particularly those with a visual impact to
encourage appropriate speed choices and better awareness of the surrounding environment. There are
expectations that speed limits should reflect and build upon the natural reactions of drivers to the visual cues
that surround them, as this will present an enforceable regime that most drivers will respect and appreciate.

We examined the last five years of reported Personal Injury Accident (PIA) data on the Police database for
Walworth Road, but there were no pattern or trend indicated in existing PIAs that would be successfully
mitigated by introducing further changes to the highway. Please be assured that we continue to regularly
monitor the Police injury accident database and will intervene where there are any emerging or worsening
trends.

For a lower speed limit to be viable there is an expectation that there will be a higher density of directly fronting
accesses, a more developed road environment, with road geometry and alignment, local features and amenities,
and traffic composition all supporting such a low-speed limit. For these reasons, a speed limit review of
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Walworth Road will not be considered at this time in accordance with County Council policy as explained
above.

I appreciate that you may find this outcome disappointing but trust that you find the above information helpful
in explaining the current situation.

Kind regards,
Mayur.

Traffic West

Universal Services

Hampshire County Council

The Castle, Winchester SO23 8UD

hants.gov.uk
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