
 

Andover Town Council 
To note the Council’s expenditure incurred under s.137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972. 

Item No. 

 
33 

Produced for: Full Council By: Deputy Town Clerk. Date of Report: 11 May 2026 

 

Background: 

Standing Orders require the Council to review periodically expenditure incurred under Section 137 of the 

Local Government Act 1972. This provision is sometimes referred to as the “power of last resort” because 

it may only be used where no other specific statutory power authorises the expenditure. There are limits 

on the amount that can be spent under Section 137, and for the 2025/26 financial year the limit for parish 

and town councils in England is £11.10 per elector. 

Information to note: 

Andover Town Council in the financial year 2025 – 2026, has not had eligibility for the General Power of 

Competence, therefore the following s.1371 funding has been used: This piece of legislation is known as the “Power 

of First Resort” and effectively means that all expenditure can be authorised using this power, unless there 

is other legislation preventing spending on the intended items. 

 

 NAME AMOUNT MINUTE NO  

 Test Valley CAB £824.64 CE 029/05/25 

 Andover 

Carnival 2025 

£3,000.00 FC 072/06/25 

 Me and My Dad £500.00 FC 121/07/25 

 Andover 

Community 

Events 

£300.00 CE 068/08/25 

 Yellowbrick Road £3,000.00 CE 169/11/25 

 A-Fest £2,500.00 CE 202/01/26 

 King Arthurs 

Way Community 

Engage 

£500.00 CE 203/001/26 

 Andover 

Community 

Engage 

£500.00 CE 204/01/26 

    

Total £11,124.64 



Legal and Policy Implications 

• Andover Town Council has a duty to track spending under this power and provide accurate 

expenditure reporting as the JPAG regulations. 

• To note, whilst, Andover Town Council cannot start any new projects under GPC any existing 

projects started under GPC can continue. 

 

 

1 Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 gives Town, Parish & Community Councils in England & Wales the 
ability to spend a limited amount of money for purposes for which they have no other specific statutory 
power. It's essentially a "power of last resort" and allows Councils to spend money on projects they 
believe will benefit some or all of their residents. 
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