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Purpose of the Report
To deliver an update to members on the Community Chef (Grub Club) initiative.

Current Position

The Grub Club pilot, delivered in partnership with MUNCH CIC at King Arthur's Way Community Hall, has made
an encouraging start and participation continues to grow week by week.

Following an initial session attended by one family, numbers have increased steadily, with five families attending
in week two and seven families taking part this week. Current bookings indicate attendance could rise to ten
families during the programme, demonstrating growing community interest and engagement.

Recent sessions have showcased both the educational and community-building aspects of the project. This week,
families prepared a plant-forward Bolognese, which was particularly well received by the children. For three
families from Asian backgrounds, the dish was a completely new experience, and they reported enjoying both
cooking and tasting it. Parents highlighted the value of learning recipes that their children encounter at school,
helping them introduce new and nutritious meals at home.

The project has also attracted support from local representatives and partner organisations. Councillors Ted
Reynolds and Joe Hughes have attended sessions, alongside Maya, Community Wellbeing Worker at Test Valley
Borough Council, who has provided positive feedback and valuable insight. The programme's growing reputation
is reflected in comments from residents, including one community member who described the club as "amazing"
and expressed an interest in volunteering.

Overall, the project is beginning to demonstrate the positive outcomes envisaged at the planning stage, providing
families with practical cooking skills, introducing new foods, and creating opportunities for stronger community
relationships.

Members wishing to see the project in action can view updates and photographs on MUNCH CIC's social media
channels: @munchcic.
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