
 

ANDOVER TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To the Members of the Allotments Committee: 

 

Cllr Kevin Hughes (Chairman), Cllr Alan Cotter (Vice Chairman), Cllr Carol Bartholomew, Cllr R Kidd, Cllr Geoff 
McBride, Cllr Josie Msonthi, Cllr Barbara Long, Cllr Veronika Pond, Cllr Richard Rowles 
(copies to all other Members of the council) 
 

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the ALLOTMENTS Committee to be held at Town Council 
Offices, 66c, High Street, Andover on Thursday, 6 April 2017 at 7.00 pm when it is proposed to transact the 
following business:- 

 
Wendy Coulter - Town Clerk 
31 March 2017 
 

THERE IS NO DISABLED ACCESS TO THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES – PLEASE CONTACT THE TOWN CLERK 
THREE DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING IF YOU REQUIRE ACCESS. 

 
7.00pm SURGERY TIME FOR ALLOTMENT HOLDERS 

 

1 Apologies 

To receive and accept apologies for absence. 

2 Declarations of Interest 

To receive Declarations of Interest as per the Town Council’s Code of Conduct 

3 Minutes 

To approve the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19 January 2017 – attached at Appendix A 

4 Allotment Accounts 
To note the Allotment accounts up to 28 February 2017 – attached at Appendix B. 

5 Rules & Regulations for keeping Chickens 
To consider and approve Rules & Regulations for keeping chickens on allotment plots – attached at Appendix C.     

6 Request for Oversized Polytunnel  
To consider a request for a Polytunnel larger than the size approved in the Rules and Regulations. 
Request from Andover Trees United  
Polytunnel measuring: 12ft x 20ft  
    

 
The Chairman will close the meeting.  
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ANDOVER TOWN COUNCIL 

A 
Notes of Allotments Committee Surgery 

 

 

Time and date 

7.00pm on Thursday, 19 January 2017 

Place 

Town Council Office, 66C High Street, Andover 

 

Attendees:  

Town Council Representatives  

Cllr K Hughes – Chairman (P) 

Arrived 7:04pm 

Cllr A Cotter – Vice Chair (P) Cllr V Pond (P) 

Cllr R Rowles – (P) Cllr C Bartholomew (P)  Cllr R Kidd (P) 

Cllr L Gregori – (P) Cllr B Long (A) Cllr G McBride (A) 
 

Other Town Councillors Present:  

Cllr K Bird 

Cllr L Gates 

 

Borough Councillors 

None 

 

Officers Present:   

Wendy Coulter (Town Clerk) (P) (taking minutes) 

Tor Warburton (Committee Officer) (P) (training)  

 

Allotment Wardens Present: 

None 

 

Allotment Holders Present: 

0 

  

Members of the Public Present: 

2 
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Allotment Holders Surgery  

 

The Vice Chair opened the meeting at 7:00pm and welcomed all attendees. 

Cllr K Hughes (Chairman) arrived at 7.04pm. 

 

Comments from Surgery 

 

Mrs Angela Marriner, Colenzo Drive, stated her concerns about the allotment that backed on to her 

garden.  She stated that she has requested this plot many times but has been told that it was 

contaminated and unable to be cultivated as a consequence.  Mrs Marriner, expressed her surprise that it 

had now been let to Andover Trees United given that it was contaminated and that if were are able to 

grow produce on it then she would like her request to take the plot over considered again.  She pointed 

out that she had lived in her house for 33 years and used to manage the plot and that at that time it was 

able to be cultivated.  Cllr Rowles answered, telling her that the charity intended to raise ‘tree whips’ on 

the plot and would not be cultivating fruit and vegetables.  Mrs Marriner, also pointed out her concerns 

regarding a poly tunnel that was being proposed for the plot, she was concerned it would block her view 

from her house.  She was reassured that the poly tunnel would have to conform to the Allotment Rules 

and Regulations regarding size. 

 

Cllr A Cotter assured Mrs Marriner that he would get the Town Clerk and Allotments Officer to investigate 

the situation and respond to her as soon as possible. 

 

Mrs Marriner, asked that the Warden at Vigo Allotments be made aware that it was her making the 

enquiries about the plot, she then left the meeting. 

 

The Chairman 

Asked if anyone had any other suggestions, questions or concerns.  As there were no further points the 

surgery was closed at 7.18pm 
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          Minutes of Allotments Committee 
 

 

Time and date     Place 

7.20pm on Thursday, 19 January 2017   Town Council Offices, 66C High Street, Andover  
 

 

Attendees:  

Cllr K Hughes – Chairman (P) 

Arrived 7:04pm 

Cllr A Cotter – Vice Chair (P) Cllr V Pond (P) 

Cllr R Rowles – (P) Cllr C Bartholomew (P)  Cllr R Kidd (P) 

Cllr L Gregori – (P) Cllr B Long (A) Cllr G McBride (A) 

 

Other Town Councillors Present:  

Cllr K Bird 

Cllr L Gates 
 

Officers Present:   

Wendy Coulter (Town Clerk) (P) (taking minutes) 

Tor Warburton (Committee Officer) (P) (training) 

 

Allotment Wardens Present: 

None 

  

Members of the Public Present: 

1 
      

   

AC 34/16 Apologies Action 

  Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr B 

Long and Cllr G McBride. 

 

 

AC 35/16 Declarations of interest Action 

 Cllr R Rowles declared an interest in Item 10 as he is the 

Chairman of Trustees for Andover Trees United. 

Cllr C Bartholomew declared and interest in Item 10 as she is a 

Member of Andover Trees United. 

 

AC 36/16 Minutes Action 

 The Minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting held on the 

27 October 2016 were amended and signed by the Chairman as 
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a correct record as proposed by Cllr Cotter and seconded by 

Cllr Kidd.  A vote was taken and 4 approved and 3 abstained 

due not being present at the previous meeting. 

RESOLVED: That the amended Minutes of the Allotments 

Committee meeting held on the 27 October 2016 be agreed 

and signed by the Chairman as a correct record 

AC 23/16 Follow up report from previous meeting Action 

 Cllr K Hughes allowed Mr Long a chance to speak.  Mr Long 

expressed concern that a letter requested at the last meeting 

had not been received yet.  The Town Clerk responded that it 

would be sent next week.  Mr Long requested an update on the 

Bore Holes from Cllr Rowles, who updated him on the progress 

and stated that a long and in-depth report would be submitted 

soon and that he would receive a copy.  Cllr Rowles requested 

any questions so that they could be answered in the report. 

 

Members received an update report from the Town Clerk, as the 

Allotment Officer was not present, on actions taken since the 

previous meeting.   

Town Clerk to send written 

response to Mr Long. 

 

AC 24/16 Allotment Accounts to 31 December 2016 Action 

 The Town Clerk updated members on the Allotment accounts 

up to 31 December.  It was noted that rents brought the 

account into credit. It was noted that budget spend was lower 

than in previous years. 

Cllr L Gregori asked that it be noted that the difference was still 

in deficit – Noted. 

 

AC 25/16 Rules and Regulations Action 

 It was proposed by Cllr K Hughes and seconded by Cllr V Pond 

that the Rules and Regulations be approved and sent out 

making it clear that they would be reviewed in a year and that 

some Rules and Regulations could not be applied 

retrospectively to existing Allotment Holders.  Specifically the 

rules as stated: 

 

 Not to put up any Buildings within the Allotment Plot 
except for storage or composting or for a purpose 
relevant to Allotment Plot Activities. All buildings will 
require prior written consent from the Council. 

 Sheds and greenhouses should not have a floor area 
exceeding 4.5sq m. (8 x 6ft) 

 The floor area of a Polytunnel should be the lessor of 
32sq m, or one quarter of the area of a rented plot. (6 x 
5 m) 

 No concrete bases are permitted under any 
circumstances. 

 Buildings must be erected on the Allotment Plot and 
must be at least two feet from any fence, path or track. 

 Any Buildings must be well constructed and maintained 
 Any buildings put up on the allotment plot must be 

removed by the tenancy termination date. 

To distribute new Rules and 

Regulations to all allotment 

holders and new Tenancy 

Agreements. 
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 Fruit trees are the only permitted tree to be planted on 
an allotment.  Grown height should not exceed 2m, 
failure to maintain this height may result in the 
Specialist Service carrying out the work and the Tenant 
to pay Specialist’s invoice. 
 

A vote was taken and it was approved unanimously. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Rules and Regulations be approved 

and sent out making it clear that they will be reviewed in a 

year and that they will not be applied retrospectively to 

existing Allotment Holders, for specific points as listed.  

AC 26/16 Maintenance Contractor Action 

 Report was given and noted.  

AC 27/16 Storage Facilities Action 

 The Town Clerk informed members that a meeting would be 

held with the developers of Picket Piece to confirm that, if a 

storage container could be stored at the new allotments, it 

could enter and leave once the building work is completed.  The 

Town Clerk informed members that the gate to the allotments 

could be slightly bigger than average to allow the container 

access and exit. 

Cllr Bartholomew asked what was to be stored and was 

informed that it would be any large items that the Council is 

unable to store elsewhere, for example the barriers for the 

Christmas tree and coverings for the allotment plots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AC 28/16 Livestock  Action 

 Cllr L Gregori asked why this item was on the agenda as the 

rules clearly stated that livestock was allowed if for the use of 

the tenant and if the tenant follows good practice.  The Town 

Clerk responded that there had been a large response to this 

request  and the Officers wished to bring it to Committee so 

that the existing tenants did not feel their concerns were being 

ignored. 

 

The Committee carefully considered the proposals and it was 

proposed by Cllr K Hughes and seconded by Cllr A Cotter that 

the tenant be allowed to keep rabbits on the allotment subject 

to consultation with the Pest Controller and following best 

practice as laid out by the National Association of Allotment 

Holders. 

 

RESOLVED: That the tenant be allowed to keep rabbits on 

the allotment subject to consultation with the Pest 

Controller and following best practice as laid out by the 

National Association of Allotment Holders. 

 

AC 29/16 Poly Tunnel Request Action 

 Members were informed that Andover Trees United had applied 

to erect a poly-tunnel.  There had been a lot of interest 
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regarding this request, therefore, Officers wished to bring it to 

Committee for guidance.   

 

Cllr. R Rowles recused himself as Chair of Trustees of Andover 

Trees United and did not speak or vote on the item. 

 

It was noted that if Andover Trees United wished to grow fruit 

and vegetables then another plot would be found for them as 

the current plot was unsuitable for growing. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr K Hughes and seconded by Cllr R Kidd 

that if the proposed poly tunnel fitted within the size permitted 

by the Rules and Regulations then the Officers were 

empowered to allow the Community Group to erect it. 

 

RESOLVED:  That if the proposed poly tunnel fits within the 

size permitted by the Rules and Regulations then the 

Officers are empowered to allow the Community Group to 

erect it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO to send letter to Andover 

Trees United. 

AC 30/16 Allotment Plots Action 

 It was noted that 15 plots had been taken up in the last two 

weeks and that the following numbers of plots were vacant on 

each site: 

 

Admirals Way: 9 

Barlows Lane: 3 

Churchill: 1 

Mylen Road: 2 

Old Winton Road: 7 

The Drove: 11 

Vigo Road: 10 

 

Cllr Gregori suggested that allotment plot availability should be 

added to the website to raise awareness of vacancies and Cllr 

Pond suggested they could also be added to the Town Council 

noticeboard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO to add vacant plots to 

website and noticeboard. 

AC31/16                                Allotment Officer Report Action 

 Members received a written report from the Allotment Officer 

on all activities on the allotments.  The Town Clerk read the 

Allotment Officers report (attached to record minutes). 

Following this Cllr C Bartholomew suggested that the reports 

and newsletters should be put on the website. 

 

It was noted that the opening of an allotment Facebook page is 

not an Andover Town Council initiative but is actually a tenant’s 

initiative and that before the Facebook page goes ahead the 

Allotment Officer should bring it back to Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO to bring back report on 

Facebook page to future 

Committee meeting. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at. 8.35pm 
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Allotment Accounts up to 28 February 2017 APPENDIX B

INCOME

Allotments 

Budget No Budget Head 2016/2017 Actual Net Balance 

3050 Allotment Rents 

3050/1 Admirals Way £700.00 £844.70 £144.70

3050/2 Barlow Lane £4,200.00 £5,587.52 £1,387.52

3050/3 Churchill Way £1,600.00 £2,286.87 £686.87

3050/4 Mylen Road £1,400.00 £1,388.46 -£11.54

3050/5 Old Winton Road £2,900.00 £3,685.24 £785.24

3050/6 The Drove £6,300.00 £7,097.69 £797.69

3050/7 Vigo Road £5,100.00 £4,555.95 -£544.05

3050 Total £22,200.00 £25,446.43 £3,246.43

EXPENDITURE 

Allotments 

Budget No Budget Head 2016/2017 Actual Net Balance 

4500 Allotment Service 

4500/1 Allotment Maintenance 

4500/1/1 Admirals Way

4500/1/1/1 Services £1,000.00 £829.98 £170.02

4500/1/1/2 Grounds Maintenance £715.00 £2,087.09 -£1,372.09

4500/1/1/3 Water Charges £210.00 £290.11 -£80.11

4500/1/1/4 Repairs & Renewals £805.00 £65.00 £740.00

4500/1/1/5 Equipment £450.00 £609.70 -£159.70

4500/1/1/6 Sundries £70.00 £50.00 £20.00

4500/1/1 Admirals Total £3,250.00 £3,931.88 -£681.88

4500/1/2 Barlow Lane

4500/1/2/1 Services £1,000.00 £829.98 £170.02

4500/1/2/2 Grounds Maintenance £2,500.00 £2,754.01 -£254.01

4500/1/2/3 Water Charges £810.00 £445.44 £364.56

4500/1/2/4 Repairs & Renewals £805.00 £70.00 £735.00

4500/1/2/5 Equipment £300.00 £609.70 -£309.70

4500/1/2/6 Sundries £70.00 £41.67 £28.33

4500/1/3 Barlows Total £5,485.00 £4,750.80 £734.20

4500/1/3 Churchill Way

4500/1/3/1 Services £1,000.00 £829.98 £170.02

4500/1/3/2 Grounds Maintenance £1,500.00 £2,500.51 -£1,000.51

4500/1/3/3 Water Charges £410.00 £453.95 -£43.95

4500/1/3/4 Repairs & Renewals £805.00 £0.00 £805.00

4500/1/3/5 Equipment £400.00 £615.70 -£215.70

4500/1/3/6 Sundries £70.00 £41.67 £28.33

4500/1/3 Churchill Total £4,185.00 £4,441.81 -£256.81

4500/1/4 Mylen Road

4500/1/4/ Services £1,000.00 £829.98 £170.02

4500/1/4/2 Grounds Maintenance £2,000.00 £3,987.17 -£1,987.17

4500/1/4/3 Water Charges £310.00 £734.30 -£424.30

4500/1/4/4 Repairs & Renewals £805.00 £0.00 £805.00
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Allotment Accounts up to 28 February 2017 APPENDIX B

4500/1/4/5 Equipment £300.00 £1,134.70 -£834.70

4500/1/4/6 Sundries £70.00 £74.00 -£4.00

4500/1/4 Mylen Total £4,485.00 £6,760.15 -£2,275.15

4500/1/5 Old Winton Road 

4500/1/5/1 Services £1,000.00 £829.98 £170.02

4500//5/2 Grounds Maintenance £2,000.00 £3,895.51 -£1,895.51

4500/1/5/3 Water Charges £360.00 £354.48 £5.52

4500/1/5/4 Repairs & Renewals £805.00 £0.00 £805.00

4500/1/5/5 Equipment £300.00 £609.70 -£309.70

4500/1/5/6 Sundries £70.00 £56.00 £14.00

4500/1/5 Old Winton Total £4,535.00 £5,745.67 -£1,210.67

4500/1/6 The Drove

4500/1/6/1 Services £1,000.00 £829.98 £170.02

4500/1/6/2 Grounds Maintenance £2,500.00 £2,626.08 -£126.08

4500/1/6/3 Water Charges £2,160.00 £2,076.04 £83.96

4500/1/6/4 Repairs & Renewals £805.00 £0.00 £805.00

4500/1/6/5 Equipment £300.00 £532.10 -£232.10

4500/1/6/6 Sundries £70.00 £89.22 -£19.22

4500/1/6 The Drove Total £6,835.00 £6,153.42 £681.58

4500/1/7 Vigo Road

4500/1/7/1 Services £1,000.00 £829.98 £170.02

4500/1/7/2 Grounds Maintenance £3,000.00 £3,613.63 -£613.63

4500/1/7/3 Water Charges £2,910.00 £1,074.81 £1,835.19

4500/1/7/4 Repairs & Renewals £805.00 £257.00 £548.00

05/07/4500 Equipment £300.00 £809.70 -£509.70

4500/1/7/6 Sundries £70.00 £50.00 £20.00

4500/1/7 Vigo Total £8,085.00 £6,635.12 £1,449.88

4500/1 Allotments Total £36,860.00 £38,418.85 -£1,558.85

Allotments Total Income £22,200.00 £25,446.43 £3,246.43

Allotments Total Expenditure £36,860.00 £38,418.85 -£1,558.85
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ANDOVER TOWN COUNCIL 
First Floor Offices, 66C High Street, Andover. Hampshire 
SP10 1NG 
 
Tel No: 01264 335592 
Email: andovertcallotments@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Rules for keeping Chickens on Andover Town Council Allotments 
 

 

How many chickens can I have? 
 
Chickens must be for your own personal consumption and the maximum no of chickens to 
be kept on your plot at any one time is four (4). Cockerels are not permitted on allotments. 

Keeping chickens for eggs 

Four hens will provide you with eggs all year round, although most hens will stop laying 
during the winter months unless you provide them with artificial light. Some breeds lay up 
to one egg per day so you could end up with more than you wanted. 

Can I sell my eggs? 

Under the 1950 Allotment Act, the keeping of hens and rabbits is permitted on allotments 
and viewed as an allotment holder’s right, so long as they are for the tenant’s own use and 
not for business or profit and therefore, eggs cannot be sold. 

Keeping chickens for meat 

If you want to keep chickens for meat, you must be prepared to eventually slaughter them. 
The Humane Slaughter Association runs courses on how to kill chickens whilst keeping their 
distress to a minimum. 

If you don’t want to do the job yourself, you could contact a local slaughterhouse. An 
internet search of abattoirs in your area will turn up a few options. 

 Humane Slaughter Association website  https://www.hsa.org.uk/  

The required standard  

Chickens should be kept outdoors in a coop or shed. Your coop should have: 

 At least 1,100 square centimeters floor area for each bird 
 A perch for them to stand on whilst they sleep 

 

APPENDIX C
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 An exercise space, or ‘run’ 
 A nesting box filled with wood shavings for the hens to lay eggs 
 The ability to move the chicken run about the plot for fresh ground, bearing in mind 

the size of your plot 
 All plots must be cleared of all traces of chicken and cultivated prior to handing plot 

back to Andover Town Council (ATC). 
 The chicken coop must be cleaned every week and only use fresh bedding. 

Advice for commercial farmers on the welfare of chickens on the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA) website. This is also useful for smallholders. 

Keeping chickens safe from predators 
 
ATC provides monthly visits from a qualified and insured Pest Controller (Contact details are 
available upon request).  
 
As stated in Rules and Regulations it is the Tenant’s responsibility to ensure their chickens 
meet the required standard and that, should it be proven that a poor quality of coop or lack 
of care for the chicken’s welfare are responsible for pest infestation, the Tenant will be 
responsible for covering the additional pest controller’s time and expenses.  
 
The current cost of this is £66 per course of treatment and the invoice will be sent to and is 
payable by the tenant and not ATC. 
 
The use of personal traps and poisons by tenant is not permitted at any time.  The current 
Vermin Control contract states monthly visits to take place, however all sightings of vermin 
must be reported to ATC and the Pest Controller will make additional visits. 

As both rats and foxes can climb over or dig under fences and squeeze through very small 
spaces the following recommendations have been made to ensure that predators cannot 
gain access to any chicken coops kept on the Allotment sites: 

 To prevent predators gaining access to coop, the use of ½” by ½ “weld mesh is 
required.  This should be used to enclose all sides and the roof.  

 The mesh sides should be buried for at one least foot and then come out at right 
angles another foot. This should prevent rats from burrowing under the enclosure.  

 Food must be kept in metal bins with secure lids. 
 Feeders need to be kept away from the edge of the enclosure to prevent spillage 

through mesh. 

 Food should not be cast onto the ground.  The use of treadle feeder is 
recommended. 

 Coops must be checked on a regularly basis to ensure they are secure at all times. 
 Chickens should be shut into their coop at nightfall 

 

APPENDIX C
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Feeding and watering chickens 

Ready-made food that has everything chickens need to keep them healthy. Following the 
outbreak of Foot & Mouth in 2001 it is now illegal to feed chickens with waste 
food/household scraps.  Please refer to DEFRA webpage for further information.   

Grit is also an important part of a chicken’s diet. The tiny stones help them break down and 
digest their food. Please keep some grit available and the chickens will help themselves to 
however much they need. 

Please ensure chickens are provided with clean drinking water at all times.  The water 
container needs to be secure and doesn’t allow the chickens to stand in it or knock it over. 

The mains water is switched off during winter months. Please make alternative 
arrangements for your chickens’ water supply during this period. 

Registering your flock with DAERA’s bird register 

All keepers of birds, other than pet birds kept in cages indoors, are required to register their 
birds. Even if you only keep birds for part of the year you must register them with DEFRA 

For more information on registration or to download an application form, visit the following 
page: 

 Bird Register - DAERA https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/identification-
registration-and-movement-birds 

Diseases that affect chickens 

There are some chicken infections in Northern Ireland - salmonella and campylobacter - 
which may cause problems in people. 

Other important conditions are: 

 Coccidiosis 
 Marek’s disease 
 Infectious bursal disease (Gumboro disease) 
 Infectious bronchitis and lameness 

Some less common but important diseases are: 

 Newcastle disease 
 Avian Influenza 

These are notifiable diseases, which means that if you suspect your chickens are showing 
signs of these diseases, you must tell the Local Divisional Veterinary Office. These are 
serious diseases which can cause major losses to the poultry industry and are controlled by 
DAERA. 

APPENDIX C
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 DAERA contact details - DAERA website(external link opens in a new window / tab) 

More useful links 

 Diseases that affect poultry and birds - DAERA website(external link opens in a new  
 Disease guide - The Poultry Site(external link opens in a new window / tab) 
 Health and diseases - The Poultry Club GB website(external link opens in a new 

window / tab) 

If any animal on an allotment is deemed a nuisance, health hazard or their well-being is 
affected then they can be removed.  All livestock is subject to strict welfare codes 
enforced by the RSPCA and DEFRA and covered by the Animal Welfare Act. The Act states 
that all animals have basic needs that must be fulfilled by their owner or keeper. Click on 
the link to download a leaflet produced by the RSPCA Welfare of animals on 
allotments this guidance contains information about the specific needs of different 
species. Paper copies can be obtained from Town Office if required. 
 
I have read the above rules and guidelines and agree to adhere to them at all times.  
Failure to comply with them may result in termination of Tenancy Agreement. 
 
Name…………………………………………   Site & Plot …………………………. 
 
Signature…………………………………….   Date …………………………………. 

APPENDIX C
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